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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-25 are pending for examination. 



2. 



Claims 1-25 are rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Iggulden, U.S. 
Patent 6,415,023 B2. 

4. As per claim 1 ; "A method comprising: 
detecting a user input [col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 23]; 

in response to the detection of a user input, generating a graphical user interface before 
the operating system has booted [col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 23, col. 6,lines 24-col.8,line 26, 
figures 3-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the c all types of programmable features 
within such appliances . . . ' clearly encompasses the devices operational software, broadly 
interpreted by the examiner, in embedded controller type appliances/devices as the effective 
operating system software/firmware.]; 

receiving an input from the user through said graphical user interface [col. 2,lines 44-col. 
4,line 23, col. 6,lines 24-col.8,line 26, figures 3-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the 
initialization, setup parameters, and c . . . graphical user interface . . . virtual appliance . . . personal 
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digital assistant . . . ' clearly encompasses the devices operational GUI software, as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner, in embedded controller type appliances/devices.]; and 

booting the operating system [col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 23, col. 6,lines 24-coL8,line 26, 
figures 3-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the 'all types of programmable features 
within such appliances . . . ' clearly encompasses the devices operational software, broadly 
interpreted by the examiner, in embedded controller type appliances/devices as the effective 
operating system software/firmware; and the said effective operating system is clearly enabled 
(i.e., booted) by the authentication process.]."; 

Further, as per claim 1 1, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 1 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 1 rejection; 

Further, as per claims 21,24 these claims are the apparatus/system for the method claim 1 
above, and are rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 1 rejection. 

5. Claim 2 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 1 wherein 

detecting a user input includes detecting the operation of a push button.". 
The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the various 
appliances/devices (i.e., thermostats, PDAs) clearly encompasses the devices push button type 
inputs, at the very least, a power push button switch, as broadly interpreted by the examiner, in 
embedded controller type appliances/devices.); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/020,70 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2136 

Further, as per claim 12, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 2 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 2 rejection; 

6. Claim 3 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 1 wherein 
generating a graphical user interface includes generating a graphical user interface using 
a graphics controller.". 

The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the various 
appliances/devices that have a GUI downloaded or remotely accessed as a function of " ... a user 
initiates a connection . . . global computer network . . . site hosts a graphical user interface with ..." 
clearly encompasses "... generating a graphical user interface using a graphics controller . . .", as 
broadly interpreted by the examiner, in embedded controller type appliances/devices, where 
there is clearly electronic logic controlling the GUI display rendering, inherently a graphics 
controller.); 

Further, as per claim 13, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 3 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 3 rejection. 

7. Claim 4 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 3 including 
storing information for generating said graphical user interface on an option memory.". 

The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the various 
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appliances/devices that have a processor and inherent associated memory (i.e., RAM, ROM, 
PROM, etc.,) clearly encompasses . .storing information . . .", as broadly interpreted by the 
examiner, in embedded controller type appliances/devices, where there is clearly electronic logic 
controlling the GUI parameter storage/display rendering, inherently a memory and graphics 
controller.); 

Further, as per claim 14, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 4 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 4 rejection. 

8. Claim 5 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 1 including 

using boot code running on a graphics controller to generate the graphical user 
interface.". 

The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the various 
appliances/devices (i.e., thermostats, PDAs) that have a processor and inherent associated 
memory (i.e., RAM, ROM, PROM, etc.,), and further are inherently integrated (i.e., the graphics 
controller is part of the same printed circuit board, such as in a thermostat or PDA) clearly 
encompasses ". . .boot code running . . . generate the graphical user . . .", as broadly interpreted by 
the examiner, in embedded controller type appliances/devices, where there is clearly electronic 
logic controlling the GUI parameter storage/display rendering, inherently a memory and graphics 
controller.); 
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Further, as per claim 15, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 5 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 5 rejection. 

9. Claim 6 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 1 wherein 
generating a graphical user interface includes generating a graphical user interface to 
enable the user to input a password.". 

The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the various 
appliances/devices (i.e., home security systems, home master control systems) that have a 
processor and inherent associated memory (i.e., RAM, ROM, PROM, etc.,), and further are 
inherently integrated clearly encompasses "... enable the user to input a password . . as 
broadly interpreted by the examiner (i.e., a home security system at the least would inherently 
require a password or generally pass phrase oriented user authentication), in embedded controller 
type appliances/devices.); 

Further, as per claim 16, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 6 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 6 rejection. 

Further, as per claim 25, this claim is the apparatus/system for the method claims 5,6 
above, and is rejected for the same reason provided for the claims 5,6 rejection. 

10. Claim 7 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 6 wherein 
generating a graphical user interface includes generating an on-screen keyboard.". 
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The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and particularly figure 4, and accompanying 
descriptions, whereas the various appliances/devices, and particularly the thermostat user 
interface, clearly encompasses "...generating an on-screen keyboard as broadly interpreted 
by the examiner ); 

Further, as per claim 17, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 7 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 7 rejection; 

Further, as per claim 23, this claim is the apparatus/system for the method claim 7 above, 
and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 7 rejection. 

1 1 . Claim 8 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 1 including 

receiving inputs from the user through the graphical user interface without a keyboard.". 
The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and particularly figure 4, and accompanying 
descriptions, whereas the various appliances/devices, and particularly the thermostat user 
interface, clearly encompasses ". . .receiving inputs . . . without a keyboard . . .", as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner ); 

Further, as per claim 18, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 8 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 8 rejection; 
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Further, as per claim 22, this claim is the apparatus/system for the method claim 8 above, 
and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 8 rejection. 

12. Claim 9 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 1 including 
authenticating a user and 

allowing the operating system to boot if the user has been authenticated.". 
The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and accompanying descriptions, whereas the various 
appliances/devices (i.e., home security systems, home master control systems) clearly 
encompasses "... authenticating a user . . .", and further, whereas the 'all types of programmable 
features within such appliances . . . ' clearly encompasses the devices operational software, 
broadly interpreted by the examiner, in embedded controller type appliances/devices as the 
effective operating system software/firm wareas broadly interpreted by the examiner (i.e., a home 
security system at the least would inherently require a password or generally pass phrase oriented 
user authentication), in embedded controller type appliances/devices.); 

Further, as per claim 19, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 9 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 9 rejection. 

13. Claim 10 additionally recites the limitation that; "The method of claim 9 including 
receiving a password entered without a keyboard using the graphical user interface.". 
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The teachings of Iggulden are directed towards such limitations (i.e., col. 2,lines 44-col. 4,line 
23, col. 5,lines 37-col.8,line 26, figures 2-5 and particularly figure 4, and accompanying 
descriptions, whereas the various appliances/devices, and particularly the thermostat user 
interface, clearly encompasses "...receiving a password ... without a keyboard as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner.); 

Further, as per claim 20, this claim is the embodied method software for the method 
claim 10 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 10 rejection. 
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Conclusion 



14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from examiner 
should be directed to Ronald Baum, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3861, and whose 
unofficial Fax number is (571) 273-3861. The examiner can normally be reached Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh, can be reached at (571) 272-3795. The Fax number for the organization 
where this application is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Ronald Baum 




Patent Examiner 





